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Art Unit: 3663 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 6 refers back 
to canceled claim 5. Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The previous indicated allowability of claim 5 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to li et al. (US 20040042651 A1). Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 13, 16, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Owechko et al. (US 6801662B1 ) and in view of Gutta et al. (US 
20030063796A1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Owechko et al. teaches a classification system for 
generating a classification of an occupant obtained with at least one image sensor 
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(Owechko et al., abstract) comprising: a grouping system which includes a plurality of 
group, for example, a plurality of occupant types (Owechko et al, abstract), wherein 
each occupant type includes at least one class (edges, motion, and range (Owechko et 
al, abstract; figure 1 ). Owechko et al. further teaches a selection subsystem that 
provides for generating said classification using the information obtained from the image 
sensor (Owechko et al, figure 1 , the image 105 of occupant has been captured by the 
image sensor, and next there are a plurality of subsystem (modules) provided to 
generate classification). 

The second reference to Gutta et al. teaches a classification system in which 
there are a plurality of groups includes a first group, said first group comprising a first 
class, and a second group comprises the first class and a second class (Gutta et al. 
figure 1 ). 

While patent drawings are not drawn to scale, relationships clearly shown in the 
drawings of a reference patent cannot be disregarded in determining the patentability of 
claims. See In re Mraz . 59 CCPA 866, 455 F.2d 1069, 173 USPQ 25 (1972). 

Hence it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the classification system taught by Owechko et 
al. to include the teaching of Gutta et al in order to enhance the process of virtual 
images classification for the vehicle driver and therefore to identify whether the driver 
seat is occupied by the vehicle driver. 
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As to claim 2, Owechko et al. further teaches the classification modules 
(Owechko et al, column 4, lines 41-62) provided for a prior determination, wherein 
generating of said classification by said classification modules is influenced by said prior 
determination (Owechko et al, column 4, lines 56-62). 

As to claim 6, Gutta et al. also shows the third group comprise the first class, the 
second class, and a third class (Gutta et al., figure 1). 

As to claim 13, Owechko et al. teaches a safety restraint application (airbag 
enablement/disablement). The target information (occupant image) has been classified, 
and the safety restraint system is either enable or disable based upon the result of the 
classification (Owechko et al., figure 1; column 4, lines 53-62). 

As to claim 16, Owechko et al. discloses a plurality of classes includes an RFIS, 
a child, and an adult (Owechko et al., column 5, lines 45-67). 

As to claim 17, Owechko et al. teaches that the occupant image has been 
captured by at least one image sensor (Owechko et al, abstract). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 22-26, and 34 are allowable since the prior art fails to disclose said 
classification using belief metric and plausibility metric. 

Claims 8, 1 1, 12, 14, 15, and 18-21 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusions 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6985. 
The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent-Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patent Examiner, 




Tuan C To 



September 04, 2006 



